
Dear Resident,

It’s been a very busy eight and a half months 
since Roebuck Residents’ Association was 
re-formed in September of last year. Although 
some of the things we’ve been up to are hard to 
miss - the beautiful green in front of the shops for 
example, there has been a lot going on behind 
the scenes too. 

First up, a reminder why we set up the Association 
in the first place. We started with three main aims:

1. To protect, maintain and improve conditions 
and amenities in the area for the benefit of 
Ordinary Members and their families.

2. To encourage community and social interaction 
for the benefit of Ordinary Members and their 
families.

3. To improve communication between neighbours.

It’s still early days, but we’d like to think we’re 
being successful in all three.

Our membership is increasing. Currently we have 
in excess of 200 members (1 membership per 
household), and it’s growing all the time. It costs 
€20 per household per year to become a 
member. You can pay your subscription in 
Lynam’s.

The main committee meets every month, and in 
addition to this we have two sub-committees. One
for Neighbourhood Watch (10 people are 
involved in this), and one for Tidy Districts (5 
people are directly involved in this, with more 
who help out on an occasional basis, more are 
needed though!).
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Verge Tidying Blitz!
We are planning a general verge 

tidying “blitz” on Saturday June 25th at 
10am. Meeting at the green in 

front of the shops. We’ll be 
tackling weeding, sweeping 

paths, litter picking etc. Please 
bring own spades, brushes etc. 

 Volunteers Required!

The main areas of focus for the Association are: 
Environment, Events, Neighbourhood Watch, 
Planning, and Communication.

Our main method of communication is via our 
website (www.roebuckresidents.com), followed 
by regular emails. Occasionally we do leaflet 
drops.

If you have any ideas you’d like to suggest, or if 
you’d like to help out in any way, please get in 
touch. We’d love to hear from you.

The Roebuck Residents’ Association Committee

TIDY DISTRICTS COMPETITION

We are entering the Tidy Districts Competition this 
year. We have a sub-committee headed up by 
Susan Kennedy who have been doing great work 
planning, gardening and generally tidying up the 
area. Judging will take place soon.
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COMMUNICATION

Our website (www.roebuckresidents.com) has 
now been up and running for six months. This is 
where we post news that we think residents may 
be interested in. This is our main method of 
communication, so please check it regularly. 

We also send out emails when we want to 
highlight something in particular. If you are not 
receiving these emails and would like to, please 
contact us with your email address. Occasionally 
we do leaflet drops.

We also now have a logo for our Association, a 
stylised version of a Roe deer. Something to make 
us stand out visually!

SPRING CLEAN, ROSEMOUNT

The Spring Clean back in April was a great 
success. Lots of residents turned out to tidy up the 
Rosemount pitches. 

Other residents took it upon themselves to clear 
rubbish from Belfield Downs and Friarsland Road 
greens. 

The following week the council cleared out the 
hills of earth and debris at the back of the pitches. 
This area will be reseeded, and a new path will 
be constructed linking the two sides of the field. A 
very welcome development. 

The wall at the pedestrian entrance beside the big 
rocks has also been rebuilt.

THE GREEN AREA IN FRONT OF THE SHOPS

The green area in front of the shops is the area 
that has been most noticeably transformed, with 
new planting and more consistent grass cutting (a 
team effort between residents and the council).

Sustainable planting is the goal for this area. We 
have great long term plans, but meanwhile you 
might notice the new planter, painted bench, new 
plants and wind chimes. A bug hotel (a home to 
pollinators and pest controllers) will go under the 
cedar shortly. If there is anyone who is 
handy with small carpentry jobs, and 
willing to help out with a bit of bug hotel 
construction, we’d love to hear from 
you!

We have also been tackling the green area at the 
end of Friarsland Road. The council and residents 
have removed a lot of the overgrowth in this area, 
and the empty ground will be reseeded. Plans are 
being discussed regarding what this area could 
become. All ideas are very welcome.

Reclaim the Footpaths!
Each resident needs to take responsibility for 
the area in front of their own house. Please 
cut back any overhanging bushes and trees 
that are encroaching onto the footpath. 
Romantic walks are better holding hands 
rather that walking in single file to get 
around vegetation. Help romance to blossom 
in Roebuck!

The grass on the verge in front of your house 
is also your responsibility. Please mow it, 
and if possible, tidy the edges. Please 
remove weeds that might be growing 
against your wall. If you are unable to do 
this work, please let us know. We would be 
happy to help.
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PLANNING

OUR LADY'S GROVE SITE – PHASE 1

The Residents’ Association lodged a letter of 
observation recently regarding The Grove 
development. We wished to point out the 
importance of the shortcut from Friarsland Avenue 
for the school children in our area, and also to  
highlight a possible safety issue for the kids 
travelling through the new development.

You can read this letter and the planners' decision 
letter and report on our website. 

In summary, from the point of view of the shortcut, 
the planners say access from Friarsland Avenue 
should be free of gates in order to provide 
unrestricted permeability for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

OUR LADY'S GROVE SITE – PHASE 2

The field at the back of Our Lady’s Grove is next 
up to be sold and developed. This is the land that 
backs onto Larchfield Road and Friarsland Road 
on two sides, and the hockey pitch to the north. 

The Religious of Jesus and Mary have 
commissioned property advisors WK Nowlan to 
draw up plans and apply for planning permission 
for a residential development before the site is 
sold.

Members of the committee met with a 
representative from WK Nowlan and have been 
informed that they are aiming for a low density 
development, ideally all houses. 

We are aware that there will be a lot of residents 
extremely interested in this development. WK 
Nowlan are to provide us with further information 
to pass onto the residents backing onto the site. 
We will send out an email when this information 

comes to us, and will also drop in leaflets (the 
leaflets will be dropped into the houses backing 
onto the site).

We were informed that they wish to get the 
planning application up during the summer.

THE IGB SITE

We have heard nothing concrete regarding 
what's happening with the IGB. We heard a very 
strong rumour that the site was bought by the 
same company who recently constructed the new 
cemetery in Kilternan, and that they are planning 
for a similar cemetery in Goatstown! We sent a 
letter of enquiry to this company back in January, 
but received no response. 

IMAGINE DUNDRUM

Some members of the committee recently 
attended a meeting organised by a newly formed 
group called Imagine Dundrum. 

They are a group of people from local residents’ 
associations and similar groups who have come 
together to push for a community-focused vision of 
what Dundrum Main Street could be. It appears 
the old 1960’s shopping centre in Dundrum will 
be redeveloped in the relatively near future. 
Imagine Dundrum hope to influence what will be 
built here. 

We will post more information from Imagine 
Dundrum on our website when we get it. 



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Neighbourhood Watch has been set up very 
successfully in our area now. Thanks to Máire 
O'Donohoe for all the hard work getting it up and 
running. Each road has a street co-ordinator who 
you should all have heard from by now! 

We have also set up Community Text Alert. These texts 
come from the Guards in Dundrum, via our system. It is 
being funded by the Residents' Association, and for 
the first year it will remain open to all residents on a 
pilot basis. If you are not yet on the system, please 
contact us with your mobile number. 

You may have also 
noticed our brand 
new Community Alert 
signs. We have five 
new signs throughout 
our area.  

ENVIRONMENT

You might have noticed all the new trees in the 
area. They were planted by the council at the 
request of the Association back in March. They all 
seem to have survived the spring and are now 
more or less all in full foliage. They really make a 
difference to the area, well done to Garrett 
Robinson for sorting this out!

We have also been in communication with the 
council about various other issues. For example, 
blocked drains, new and broken pavements, 
branch lopping, new bin, etc.

EVENTS

So far we have organised two events for residents 
- our Christmas event in December, attended by 
approximately 60 people despite the not so great 
weather! And the summer event. Helen Maher is 
behind the organisation of this event, and we'd 
like to thank her for her hard work. 

We need some extra volunteers for these events, 
and some ideas about what they could be. If you 
fancy being involved in event management, or 
indeed if you're willing to just get involved on the 
day, please get in touch! 

PLAYGROUND

We are pushing to get a playground in our area. 
As anyone with small kids/grandkids knows, 
there is no playground within walking distance. 
The area highlighted in the Goatstown Area Plan 
is the green beside Taney Avenue. 

We have met with council representatives who 
are favourable to the idea. Three councillors from 
our ward (Karen Furlong (GP), Brian Murphy 
(FG), Shay Brennan (FF)) have also recently put 
forward motions to get one built. So the 
momentum is building. We have been informed 
that the funds are there, so now it comes down to 
local support (i.e. the people living closest to it). 

We are working with the Taney Rise Residents' 
Association, and we are hopeful that we will have 
a playground very nearby at some stage in the 
near future. Watch this space...

Contact Details
If you have any ideas you’d like to 
suggest or if you’d like to help out in 
any way, please get in touch.

Website: www.roebuckresidents.com         Email: roebuckresidents@gmail.com

It costs €20 per household per year to 
become a member. You can pay your 
subscription in Lynam’s.
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